24 NMarch 2010
Caroona farner's bl ockade a historic victory over coal industry greed

Today nmarks the end of the 615 day successful bl ockade of BHP Billiton's coal
m ni ng expansion into the Liverpool Plains. QGeens MP and m ni ng spokesperson
Lee Rhiannon has congratul ated the farners and the community for keeping the
bl ockade alive until the Suprenme Court upheld their right to refuse BHP
Billiton access to their farns to explore for coal

"l congratulate the Caroona commnity for this historic victory of people
power overcomng the mght of mining giant BHP Billiton," said Ms Rhiannon

"The win for the Caroona community is awn for all. Qur prine agricultura
land nust be protected. It is too valuable to mne.

"The successful Caroona bl ockade synbolised the strong will of local farmers
to protect their land and water resources fromany damage by coal m ning.

"The recent NSW Supreme Court decision found that BHP Billiton cannot lawfully
enter any farmng lands in the Liverpool Plains to explore for coal without
prior | andhol der consent.

"BHP Billiton broke the law by failing to notify |andhol ders and nort gagees of
its desire to enter their properties for exploration purposes.

"The G eens were proud to support the farnmer's campaign. Qeens Senators Bob
Brown and Scott Ludl am have visited this region and send their congratul ations
on this historic day.

"Last year | noved legislation to quarantine agricultural lands and water from
damaging mning activity. Unfortunately the bill was defeated by one vote.

"The governnent still has work to do to ensure that every effort is taken to
protect the rich farmng | ands of the Liverpool Pl ains.

"l visited the bl ockade several times to give the Geens' support to the
communi ty and have spoken about their extraordinary efforts in the NSW
Parl i ament .

"The Suprene Court decision signals the need for fairer access arrangenents
bet ween ni ni ng conpani es and | andhol ders.

"The NSW Gover nment al so needs to rmake good its commitnent to undertake a
detailed scientific assessnent of the potential inmpact of any nining on | oca
wat er resources, and to nake the results available to the public," said M
Rhi annon.

For informati on: Lee Rhiannon - 9230 3551, 0427 861 568



