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M ning conpani es on notice fromfarners' Suprene Court w n agai nst BHP
Billiton

Greens MP and nini ng spokesperson Lee Rhi annon has congratul ated the
Li verpool Plains farnmng comunity for their win in the Supreme Court and
sai d the victory has statew de significance.

The NSW Suprene Court yesterday found that BHP Billiton's |icence to
explore for coal on the properties of two Liverpool Plains farnmers were
invalid because the conmpany had not consulted all | andhol ders.

"This is a npst wel cone decision that brings sonme bal ance to the mning
approval process that is so weighted in favour of mning conpanies," M
Rhi annon sai d.

"When the NSW parlianment resunes next week | will question the Mnera
Resources M nister lan Macdonal d on what action his department will now
take to ensure breaches of the NSWM ning Act no | onger occur

"Afinding in this Suprene Court case is that to abide by the Act nining
conpani es nust informall |andhol ders, including banks, of their
exploration plans.

"This outcone is a great credit to the local comunity that have worked
solidly for years to protect their farmng land and the environment. Their
det erm nation has established that m ning conpani es have to be accountabl e
for their actions.

"Al'l mning conpanies would be wise to put their exploration on private
land in NSWon hold until they deternmine that they are not breaching the
M ning Act.

"The Greens position remains that there should be no new coal nines and
prime agricultural |and should be protected fromm ning," M Rhiannon said.



